
 

 

Adopt-a-Block Program 

Safety Guidelines 

 

 The Adopt-a-Block Program promotes responsible behavior and a cleaner, more 

attractive Borough. All participants are asked to keep this goal in mind when conducting 

cleanups. Collecting trash and litter in a public area can pose safety hazards. The Borough 

requests that all volunteers adhere to the following recommendations and that the primary 

contact/leader review this information prior to beginning a collection event. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT: 

1. Pick up litter in construction or maintenance sites.  

2. Pick up materials that appear to be hazardous (medical waste, sharps, blood borne materials, 

used motor oil, lead paint cans, propane cylinders used for outdoor grills, medicine boxes, 

masks, rubber gloves, drug-related paraphernalia, etc.). Contact the Adopt-a-Block 

Coordinator (Theresa at 717-684-2467 or todonnell@columbiapa.net) to report any 

hazardous materials or unknown waste.  

3. Pick up any firearms or explosive devices. If you find any items like this, please contact the 

Columbia Borough Police Department at 717-684-7735. 

4. Do anything that will distract passing drivers, pedestrians, or other volunteers.  

5. Participate in litter pickups while under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol.  

6. Wear music headsets that would prevent you from listening to your surroundings or distract 

you from communicating with others.  

7. Attach signs or miscellaneous items to your Adopt–a–Block sign.  

 

PLEASE DO: 

1. Wear long sleeve shirts, long pants, hard-soled shoes, and work gloves. (Wear bright 

orange or yellow clothing so you are visible) 
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2. Stay with your group on the right-of-way and out of traffic.  

3. Be careful when handling broken glass and other sharp objects. Place these in boxes or 

in bags to prevent them from puncturing the bag and injuring others.  

4. Work in small groups (keep children under 12 years old with adults at all times).  

5. Have a first aid kit available and make sure everyone knows its location.  

6. Work only during daylight hours and in fair weather.  

7. Avoid animals and/or noxious weeds. Contact the Public Works Department at 717-684-

2467 Ext. 7502 to report dead animals. 

 


